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                                             LATC Mission Statement 

"Holding true to our traditional values, we will provide transportation professionals,  
shippers and suppliers a forum to foster relationships, share ideas and solutions while 

raising funds to support our membership and communities." 
 
In our ongoing effort to monitor and improve the standard of care provided to our members, 
the LATC Board of Directors conducted a survey during the past couple of meetings. Thank 
you to all that participated, we had a great response.  The results were very positive and it 
seems the Board is accomplishing the goals of our above mission statement.   
 
One question that stood out was the use of our On-Line Store. It appears to be catching on 
as more and more of you are using this registration/payment system.  The board realized we 
needed to increase the promotion of this web based payment service, and you have re-

sponded…positively.  As I discussed in my message last month, this is a great tool for both the membership and the 
club. I am not a real wiz on the computer but I found it very easy to use. It has been utilized more frequently in the past 
few months and I am confident the popularity of our On-Line Store will increase.       
 
Another question that I would like to discuss is the method of circulation of this Newsletter; mail or e-mail.  This has been 
a topic that we discuss every year at one of our board meetings and the board is evenly divided.  Some board members 
like it via mail; some would like to change it to an e-mail distribution.  It was quite remarkable to see that, based on our 
survey, our membership was as equally divided. In fact it was separated by only one vote.  We will not be changing our 
method of circulation this year but I can guarantee you this will be discussed again next year by our new board.   
 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me directly.    
I look forward to seeing you at our next luncheon.  
Regards, 
John Abate 
president@latc.la     jabate@msmla.com 
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CALSTART Blue Sky Award honors LATC member Southern Counties Express 

CALSTART presented winners with its prestigious Blue Sky Award™ 2008 today. The annual 
awards recognize outstanding marketplace contributions to clean air, energy efficiency and to the 
clean transportation industry overall by companies, organizations and individuals. The 2008 winners 
were selected as the top firms and individuals from among several dozens nominated internationally 
for their market leadership and real actions in advanced and green transportation.  
“This year’s Blue Sky Award™ winners represent the best in our expanding industry: taking real ac-
tions with real products to improve air quality, combat global warming, ensure our energy security 
and create sustainable jobs,” said CALSTART President and CEO John Boesel.   
 
     The Blue Sky Award™ 2008 winners are: 

Southern Counties Express, Inc., of Los Angeles, California 
USA, won a Blue Sky Merit Award™ for buying a fleet of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) port trucks and operating an LNG fueling sta-
tion that is publicly available to the port trucking community. 
“As demand for clean natural gas for transportation grows, espe-
cially at the ports, Southern Counties Express is poised to provide 
reliable and affordable fueling solutions for our own trucks and we 
are pleased to ensure that all trucks serving the ports have ac-

cess to this fueling station as well. Thank you for recognizing our work,” Southern Counties Ex-
press’ president Brian Griley, said. 

Business Region Goteborg of Sweden, won the Charles R. Im-
brecht Blue Sky Innovation Award™ for catalyzing Sweden’s use of 
biomethane as a renewable transportation fuel now powering 15,000 
natural gas cars, trucks and buses and a commuter train.  

“This is great honor for us and our bio-methane industry Göteborg Re-
gion and in Sweden,” said the chairman of Business Region Göteborg, 
Göran Johansson, who is also the Mayor of Göteborg. “To be high-
lighted by such an organization as CALSTART is really important for us 
and will contribute to a breakthrough worldwide for bio-methane,” said 
Göran Värmby, Business Region Göteborg and Chairman of Biogas 
West. 
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   Transportation Calendar of Events 
 

  

JULY 
15 LATC-John Ficker, Vice President, First Industrial Realty Trust-Monterey Hill Restaurant  
  11:30AM Reservations to: 562-856-9197 or the OnLine Store at www.latc.la 
 
17 HTC “Best Practices & Technology Trends for Intermodal Truckers”  Trinium Technology 
  6PM,  The Reef Restaurant, Long Beach Reservations to www.htc.org or 562-438-2355 
 
24 TCSD Transportation Club of San Diego Golf tournament.  12Noon Shot Gun Start 
  Details & Reservations to: 858-615-8469 
 
31 WZI Worldwide Transportation Mixer - Mixer at the Madison Details at :www.wziworldwide.com 
 
AUG    TBD LATC will be dark this month 
 
 

SEP    19 LATC  - Transportation Night @ Knott’s Berry Farm (advance sales at the OnLine Store) 
 
 

OCT       14 LATC - Jim Butts, Executive Vice President,  C.H. Robinson Worldwide  
  11:30AM,  Monterey Hill Restaurant, Monterey Park Reservations to 562-856-9197   

NOV       14 Eighty-Fifth Annual Installation & President’s Reception. Hyatt Regency Hotel, Long Beach 
  Reservations to: 562-856-9197 or www.latc.la  

At the June 4th board meeting LATC member Katrina Gunderson with 
Hawaiian Ocean Transport, Inc. was nominated and accepted to the LATC 
Board of Directors. 
Katrina moved to southern California from Seattle in November of 2007. 
She joined the LATC this past January and she tells me her membership in 
the Los Angeles Transportation Club has proven to be a positive experi-
ence and made her transition much smoother.  We look forward to her 
positive participation as a member of the LATC leadership team.   
 

Katrina can be contacted at Hawaiian Ocean Transport at gundersonk@americanfast.com or  
(800) 642-6664. Please take the opportunity to welcome her to the board of directors. 

 
Robert Thornburgh 
The Heger Company 
LATC First Vice President 
rt@thc-us.com 

Nominating Committee...Robert Thornburgh  
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FAQ’s continued on page 9  
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At our June 4th board meeting the following individuals were inducted into the Los Angeles 
Transportation Club as new members. Please give them a call, welcome 
them to the organization and consider using their services. 

 
Frank Schulz 

The Klabin Company 
LATC Membership Director 

franks@klabin.com 

Membership Corner...Frank Schulz  

Clean Truck FAQ’s Continued... 
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TTSI TAKES DELIVERY OF THEIR FIRST 8 CLEAN LNG TRUCKS 
In August of 2007, Total Transportation Services, Inc. (TTSI) along with NYK and Target Stores met with the Mayors 
of Los Angeles and Long Beach to announce a comprehensive plan to convert its Southern California Drayage fleet 
to Green. 
 
On May 15, 2008 TTSI took delivery of their first eight LNG Kenworth T800 vehicles. These vehicles were made 
possible through the efforts of Clean Energy and grants provided by the Port of Los Angeles. These LNG vehicles 

will be the first alternative fuel vehicles to go into full time drayage service in the 
LA/LB Ports. With its commitment to the environment and the help from its Benefi-
cial Cargo Owners, TTSI will continue to quickly convert 100% of its fleet to 2007 
emission standards. 
 

TTSI is a leading 3rd Party Logistics company providing drayage, warehouse and 
transportation services. TTSI is a division of Goods Movements, Inc. based in 
Southern California.  Together with NYK and Target, TTSI was one of the found-
ing members of the Coalition for Responsible Transportation - CRT, a private in-
dustry solution committed to the greening of the American Ports.  For more infor-
mation, please visit TTSI’s Website at TTS-I.com or contact Vic La Rosa at 
310.816.0260 

LATC board member company TTSI, announces LNG 
equipment acquisition 

Attend the monthly WZI Transportation Mixer 
RSVP at: www.wziworldwide.com 

“The Mixer at the Madison” 



Our June 10th meeting attracted nearly 100 registered attendees to hear 
Jerry Moyes, Chairman and CEO of Swift Transportation 
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For information about our group go to: 

 
                      

www.latc.la 
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TO: 

Holding true to our traditional 
values, we will provide 

transportation professionals, 
shippers and suppliers a forum to 
foster relationships, share ideas 

and solutions while raising funds to 
support our membership and 

communities 

LOS ANGELES TRANSPORTATION CLUB 
P.O. BOX 32445 

LONG BEACH, CA  90832 

2007-2008 OFFICERS &  DIRECTORS 
JIM De MASK, Chairman 

WZI Worldwide 
 

JOHN ABATE, President 
MSM Canadian Transport 

 

ROBERT THORNBURGH, 1st Vice President 
The Heger Company 

 

ERIC CARIS, 2nd Vice President 
Port of Los Angeles 

 

DAVID GREEN, Secretary/Treasurer 
Schneider National, Inc. 

 

DAVID ROSSI, Sergeant-At-Arms 
Universal Warehouse 

 

DIRECTORS 
ROBERT MIGNOSA 

Snail’s Pace Running Club 
 

MICHELLE BOX 
Werner Enterprises 

 

MARK B. CASEY 
C.H. Robinson Worldwide 

 

DINA CHRISTOPHER 
American Corporate Security 

 

ROLINA FLINT 
Southern Counties Express 

 

SYLVIA GARCIA 
Celtic International 

 

DON GIBSON 
DCG Distribution Corp 

 

KATRINA GUNDERSON 
Hawaiian Ocean Transport 

 

BRANDI PAYNE 
Interstate Distributor Company 

 

RICK QUIÑONES 
All Star Logistics 

 

FRANK SCHULZ 
The Klabin Company 

 

RUSSELL STACER 
American Corporate Security 

 

JOHN WALES 
Crossroads Equip Lease & Finance 

 

CINDY WEST 
Covenant  Transport 

 

TONY WILLIAMSON 
Total Transportation Services, Inc 

 

ADVISORS 
SHERRY HERTEL, Southern Counties Express 
STEVEN FINLEY, RE: Transportation Services 

 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
TIM MORGAN, Union Pacific Railroad 

RICK SIPKOI, Exel Transportation Services 
MARK BARRAGAN, FurnigistiX 

DAVID LANGREHR, Fox Transportation 

Los Angeles Transportation Club 
Phone:  562-856-9197   Fax:  562-684-4320 

Email:  mail@latc.la 
Newsletter Editor: Louise De Mask 

Administrative services provided by: WZI Worldwide 
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